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self to all they see around them, anthropomorphising CHAP, L
all-trature. The environment is a divine community,
in the midst of which the human communities have
their life. To use the words of Archer Butler, " Man's
early tendencies are constantly leading to a wide and
vague application of his whole nature, to see himself in
everything, to recognise his will, and even his sensa-
tions, m the inanimate universe. This blind analogy
is almost the first hypothesis of childhood. The child
translates the external world by himself. He perceives,
for example, successions under the law of causality, but
he adds to this causality his own consciousness of
voluntary effort. He perceives objects under the law
of extension, but he has little conception of an exten-
sion which should overpass his own power of traversing
it The'child personifies the stone that hurts him; the
childhood of superstition, whose genius is multiplicity,
personifies the laws of nature as gods; the childhood
of philosophy, whose genius is unity, makes the world
itself a living, breathing animal, whose body nature is,
and God the soul."

Thus it is that to the communities in which the Rishis
dwell a multitude of personalities manifest themselves,
in rain, in fire, in wind, in storms, and in the sun.
They stand above and round about the people, in
ever-varying aspects, powerful to befriend or to injure
them.

Sky and Earth are the father and mother of gods
and men. Aditi, the illimitable expanse, is the mother
of chiefs and heroes. Mitra, presiding over the day,
wakes men and bids them bestir themselves betimes,
and stands watching all things with unwinking eye.
Varuna, ruling the night, prepares a cool place of rest
for all that move, fashions a pathway for the sun, sends
his spies abroad in both the worlds, knows every wink
of men's eyes, cherishes truth and hates a lie, seizes the
evil-doer with his noose, and is prayed to to have mercy